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Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 
That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and are 
hereby given to the Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, 
for the Sermon by him preached before this 
Houſe on Friday laſt in the Abby-Church 


Weftminfler; and he is hereby deſired to 


cauſe the ſame to be forthwith printed and 


AsnlIzxY Cowrzx, 
Ger. Parkiamentor. 
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Is AIAH XXI. 9. 


For when thy Judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn 
Righteouſneſs. | 


JO take in the whole ſenſe of this paſſage we 
_ muſt go back to the 24th Chapter, for from 


thence to the end of the 27th, is one conti- 


nued prophetical Diſcourſe upon the Mxkeirs and 


JupGMENTS of Gop. The Prophet, in the fullneſs 
of his Viſions, intermixes Promiſes and Threatnings 


to bring Men to acknowledge the divine Hand in the 


Government of the World, and to awaken them by 
Fear, when not to be won by Gratitude, to a ſenſe 
of Religion and Virtue. 


He begins with Jup6MEnTs. Behold, ſays he, he If. xziv. a. 


Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waſte, and 


 turneth it upfide drum; and ſcattereth abroad the Inhabi- 
canis thereof. The cauſe of this deſolation he char- 


ges 


— —— 1 
o a 
* 


1 SERMON preached 


Ta, ver. 5. 


Ver 17. 


Ver. 18. 


Ver. 8. 


ges upon the earth being defiled under its inhabi- 
tants, by their having zranſzrefſed the laws, changed 
the ordinances, and broken the everlaſting covenant. And 
that they might not entertain falſe hopes of eſcaping 
with impunity, while they continued in their wick- 
edneſs ; The fear, fays he, and the pit, and the ſnare, 
are upon thee, O inhabitant of the earth. For the ma- 
terials of vengeance are prepared, the windows from on 
high are open; to put them in mind of the Deluge; 
and the foundations 'f the earth ſhake ; GE Frohe 
bly, to Corabs deſtruction. 


And that theſe things might have a more laſting 
impreſſion on their memories, the Prophet has in 
this Chapter compoſed a ſacred Song or Hymn, 
which opens with an exhortation to place their whole 
Truſt and Confidence in the Loxp JeHovAny. as 
their only defence in time of danger. And then, in 
an Apoſtrophe to Gop, the Prophet relates their pa- 


tient ſubmiſſion to his Will, and inceſſant applica- 
tions to him for Mercy. Ta, in the way of thy judg- 


ments, O LoRD, have 7ve waited for thee. The defire of 
our foul is to thy name, and to the remembrance of thee. 


With my ſoul have ] defired thee in the night ; yea, with 
my ſpirit within me will I. ſeek thee early. : 


Then follows the occaſion of their extraordinary 


| Humiliation. For when thy judgments are in the earth, 


the inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſneſs. That 


1s, if ever they will learn Righteouſneſs : T he text 
being 
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being expreſſive only of the intention of Providence 
in ſending Judgments to be leſſons or warnings to 
mankind, and not of a certain good effect always at- 
tending them. For the Prophet tells us in the two 
next verſes, that there are men ſo void of all ſenſe of 
Religion, that neither Mercies nor Judgments will 
reclaim them. Let favour be ſbewed to the wicked, yet Ih, wxvi. 
will they not learn righteouſneſs : and when thine hand is D 
lifted up to ſtrike, they will not fee. But, ſays he, they 
SHALL ſee, or the fire of thine enemies SHALL devour 

| them. 


I. Tus being the purport and ſcope of the Pro- 
phecy, I ſhall take occaſion from hence, in the firſt 
place, to inquire into the end or deſign of dende 


8 in ſending National Calamities. 


II. Axp in the ſecond place, I ſhall conſider the 
danger of being unattentive to theſe providential 
Warnings. 


AnD firſt, of the End or Deſign of Providence in 
ſending National Calamities. 


In all. our inquiries into the ways of Providence, 
we cannot uſe too much care and caution, for fear 
of wading too far into the divine Judgments, which 
are, like the great Deep, unfathomable. We are fate 
only, while we remain by general concluſions, with-- 
out deſcending to particulars. For if we once pre- 
ſume 
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* to try 0 cauſes judicially between Gon and 
his Creatures, we ſhall be liable to error upon error: 
Like thoſe Iflanders, who when they ſaw the Viper 
faſtened on the Apoſtle's hand, ſaid among themſelves, 
No doubt this man 1s a murderer, whom, though he hath 


eſcaped the ſea, yet vengeance ſuffereth not to live : But 


when they faw him ſhake off the venomous beaft in- 


to the fire without hurt, and had looked a great 
while, and did not ſee him ſwell and fall down dead 
ſuddenly, as they expected, they changed their minds, 
but not their Superſtition, and ſaid. that he as a 
God. This is a ſtrong inſtance of raſh Judgment, 


ſufficient to deter Men from making too free with | 
the Deſigns of Providence. 


Bur this notwithſtanding, aa we are not able 
to penetrate into the ſecrets of Heaven, it does not 
follow, that we are hereby hindered from remark- 
ing occurrences that are moſt evident. Gop's hav- 
ing removed innumerable things to an infinite diſ- 
tance from human viſion, is no reaſon, why we 
cannot ſee objects placed by Him under our eye, on 
purpoſe that we ſhould ſee them. Such are National 
Calamities, Famines, Peſtilences, Deluges, Earth- 
quakes, Wars; which are fuch alarming events, as 
muſt command: our attention. And if we acknow- 
ledge them to be the works of Gop, we cannot fi 


poſe them wrought without deſign ; and if the mo- 


ral world be at all concerned in that defign, it muſt 


lie open to' the view of Mankind, or the intendeg 
effect 
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effect be loſt. How dark then wy intricate never 
final Cauſes in general may be, ſome of them, at leaſt 
thoſe for our immediate uſe, muſt be ſo obvious, 
that we cannot eaſily miſtake them. And although 
we ſhould be very ſoon bewildered in the myſterious 
mazes of Providence, yet in the plain indications of 
divine Favour or Anger we ſhall not err, if we take 
Reaſon and Scripture for our Guides, avoiding to 
lean on one ſide towards Infidelity, and on the other 
ide towards SU ann 


The Infidel looks upon publick Culaniities as pro- 
ceeding from natural Cauſes : And herein he is not 
miſtaken. For Peſtilence may be as much the natu- 
ral cauſe of a man's death as Poiſon ; but the Coro- 
ner in his Inquiſition will not be ſatisfied with know- 
ing the immediate cauſe, without ſearching farther 
for the hand, which adminiſtered the Poiſon.” Is it 
then the fear of making Gop the Author of theſe 
Calamities, which ſtops the Infidel's inquiries, and 
hinders him from perceiving the wiſe ends Gop has 
to ſerve by them? This indeed is a ſure means of 
having the intended effect loſt upon himſelf; but 
which he would be afraid of, if he retained the 
leaſt ſenſe of a Providence. - In his own juſtification 
therefore he aſcribes all theſe events to Chance, and 
is for eaſing Gop of the trouble of governing the 
World; and the next ſtep will be, to ſuppoſe him 
not to have had the trouble of creating it. For if 

B ve 


1fa. xl. 28. ator of the ends of the earth, fainteth nat, neither is aueary t 


A SER M ON; preached . 


we 2 * — even in n which 
he has furniſhed with innumerable little veſſels for 
the ſecxetion of its animal juices, we cannet ſuppoſe 


greater pains required to the ue u of the W. bak, 
than to its formation. 


| Su haſt hou u den, days on 3 20 thou 
not heard, that the euerlſling God, tbe LORD, le Gu. 


To imagine that any thing can give trouble to. Gon, 
is attempting to meaſure Infinity with the ſpan of a 
Man's hand, and making Gop altogether ſuch a one 
as ourſelves. And to imagine that he does not ex- 
erciſe a providential Care over his creatures, is mak- 
ing him work than ourſelves. For ſuppoſe any man 
to have been preſent at the late dreadful Earthguake, 
and that he had it in his power, without pain or 
trouble to himſelf, to have 2 the wretched ſuf- 
ferers ; what would the world have thought of him? 
or what could he have thought of himſelf, if he had 
not relieved them? And will he-ſuppoſe the Gop of 
all Nature leſs merciful than himſelf, or that He 
ſtood by, a cruel ſpectator of the miſery of his Crea+ 

tures, when. with a word he could have cauſed the 
Earthquake to ceaſe, if he had not wiſer ends of his 
Providence to ſerve by inflicting or permitting the 
Calamity ?. I do not call in here a Miracle for Aid; 
but I ſuppoſe Gop in his Foreknowledge perpetually 
—— courſe of nature ſo as to anſwer all the 


ends, 
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ends, and no other ends but thoſe, which he pur- 

poſes or allows: And wherever infinite Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs, are together preſent, and tliey 
are every where preſent, it is inconceiveable, that 
there ſhould not be a Providence, or that it ſhould 
not extend to the minuteſt parts of the Creation. 
That a 81 ground, or a 


parrow does not fall to the 
hair of our head periſh, without the knowledge of 
our heayenly Father, ſeems to be the language of 
Nature as welt as of Revelation. 


Have then bur Faith in Provillatcs, which; no- 
fincete Chriſtian can want, and you will not be at 
a loſs to account for national Calamities. With re- 
gard to the Calamities of individuals, ſuch as are cal- 
led Afflictions, it is oftentimes the graeious defign 
of Providence, to permit a leſs Evil, in order to draw: 
out of it ſome remarkable future Good in this world: 
as many of the greateſt fucceſſes in life, have provi- 
dentially arifen from events, which were formerly 
looked upon to have been the greateft difappoint- 
ments. We have an mſtance of this in Jacob. He 
was ſorely afflicted for the lofs of his Son ; and J- 

cb, though innocent, was fold into ſlavery : But 

they ta lived to acknowledge a fignal Providence 
at very calamity, which, at the time of ſuffer- 

in 1t, might have been urged by an Infidel as an 
argument againft Providence. We cannot know 
with certainty, whether-an affliction be ſent in judg- 
B 2 ment 
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Jer. xxi1ii. 


23. 


Tſal. vii. 
13. 


ment or in mercy. But "Oy National Ca e 
thoſe which I have mentioned, are of another kind. 
They are in their nature deſtructive, and big with 
Anger; involving the innocent with the guilty in the 
ſame ruin, to give a, deeper wound to the whole 
Community, which has no exiſtence but in this 
World; leavin g the innocence of Individuals to be 
pleaded, not here, but hereafter, on that great Day, 


when the ways of Providence will be cleared up. But 


ſtrictly ſpeaking, there is no innocence in Man ſince 
the Fall and Corruption of his nature. All Men, in 
the pure ſight of Gop, are Sinners. If He then; in 
his Wiſdom ſingles out for Vengeance one ſinful 
Nation after another, to ſhew that he is a Gop at 
hand, as well as a Gon afar of, and if in conſequence 
hereof we liear of a people conſumed by Famine, or 
of a Plague ſweeping away thouſands, or of the Sea. 
paſſing its bounds, and overwhelming Lands, Cattle, 


| Houſes, and Inhabitants; or of Cities ſwallowed up by 


Earthquakes ; or of Wars covering whole countries 
with Blood and Ruins; theſe are, as the Pſalmiſt calls 
them, prepared Inſtruments of Death; and we cannot 
behold them in any other light, than as weapons in 
Gov's hand for the Deſtruction of thoſe who periſh, 
and for a Terror to thoſe who ſurvive. This we are 
authoriſed from Scripture to declare; nor need I cite 
the many paſſages of Gop's killing and making alive, 
and of there being no evil in a City Sd; is not his do- 


ing, when the Wake Hiſtory of Providence, as re- 
corded 


— — — 


before the Ho us RE or Lords, 


corded in holy Writ, confirms theſe two general truths, 
v12, that all theſe Calamities proceed from the hand 
of Gop, and that they are deſigned by Providence as 


Warnings, to teach the Inhabitants of the World- 


Righteouſneſs. 


But here our Inquiries muſt end. For if we pro- 


ceed farther, to particulariſe, and to take the Scale 
of Juſtice out of Gop's hand, to weigh the Sins of 
one. Nation . againſt thoſe of another; we ſhall be 
in danger, through ſelf-partiality, of drawing con- 
cluſions in our on favour, directly contrary to 
the intention of Providence; which is not that we 
ſhould judge others, but ourſelves. Such per- 
ſons, eſpecially, as are bigoted to any religious Sect, 
are but too apt ſuperſtitiouſly to cenſure thoſe of 
other Perſuaſions, when they ſee. them fall under 
Gop's hand; and to ſay among themſelves, No doubt 


theſe men are the greateſt of Sinners, when Vengeance 


ſuffers them not to live: And further to flatter them- 
ſelves, becauſe they have been ſpared by Providence, 
that they are more holy and innocent than the 
unhappy Sufferers. But ſuppoſe ye that thoſe Galileans, 
whoſe blood Pilate mingled with their ſacrifices, were ſin- 
ners above all the Galiltans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things? 
Or that thoſe eighteen upon whom the tower of Siloam fell, 
were ſinners above all men that dwelt in Feruſalem ? 'T tell 


you nay, ſays the Saviour of the world,. but except ye Luke xiii. 


repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. Which was the ſad * 5: 


caſe of the Jews at the final Overthrow of their city. 


The 
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The concluſion to be drawn from theſe everits; is 
here by our Loxp directed to be pointed at our- 
ſelves: And all good men, conſcious of the prevail- 
ing ſins of their own Nation, will make no reflection 


on them but for their own uſe; and conclude, that 


becauſe Gop in his wrath hath not ſpared other Na- 
tions, who, in charity we ſuppoſe, have not been 
more guilty than ourſelves, therefore, that we ſhall 
not eſcape with impunity, but by taking the Alarm 
from their my, and reforming our on 3 


n can any thing in this world be more u or 
more gracious to ſinners, than theſe ſolemn Calls 
from Heaven to Repentance; deſigned to fill men 
with a dread of Gop's- diſpleaſure, and at the ſame” 
time with adoration of his goodneſs and long: ſuffer- 


ing, in not giving the fatal ſtroke at once, But aſter 


repeated notices? For in the general courſe of his 
Providence, he ſends Calamity after Calamity, great 
and ſtill greater, and Judgment upon Judgment, 
ſevere and more ſevere, to reclaim ſinful Nations, if 
poſſible, before they become ripe” for deſtruction. 
Theſe gradual warnings are pathetically defcribed' 
by the Prophet Amos, where in the perſon of. Gop 
he ſays: [have given you want of bread in all your places. 
—T have with-helden the rain from you---Thave ſmitten you 
with blaſting and mildew==-yet have ye not returned unto me, 
ſaith the Lox. I have ſent among you the peſtilence--- 
Yeur young men I have ſlain with the fword--- And I 2 
ä ma 
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made the flink of your camps come up unto your noſtrils : Yet 
have you not returned unto me, ſaith the Lox. I have 
overthrown ſome of you, as Gop overthrew Sodom and Go- 
morrab, and Ye were as a firebrand pluckt out of the burn- 
ang yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the Lorp. 
Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Iſrael : And becauſe 
T will do this unto thee, PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD, 


O ISRAEL. 


i 
$ 
74 
10 
; 
% 
„ 
FF 
4 
* 
1 
$1 
4; 
4 
I. 
oy 


This leads me, in the ſecond place, to conſider the 
5.40 of being unattentive to theſe providential 
Warnings. 


To be a foreboder of Evil is ſo unwelcome an of- 
fice, that I fhould be unwilling to ſuggeſt dangers, 
were it not that, by Gop's grace, we have it in our 
power to eſcape them by abandoning thoſe ſins that 
occaſion them, and by returning to Gop with contrite 
Hearts, and fult purpoſe of amendment of life. If 
Gop were an arbitrary Being, deſtroying his Crea- 
tures by a bare exerciſe of power, without regard to 
their demerit; or if Calamities were the effects of 
Chance, or of a fatal Neceſſity, and all that we can do 
would not avail for our ſecurity ; in theſe caſes, it 
would be cruel to diſquiet mens minds with the ap- 
prehenſion of Evils, Which might not happen, or 
that would happen unavoidably: It would be time 
* enough to feel the ſtroke when given. But when all 
che danger proceeds from ourſelves, and Gop, 200 
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Aefooth not. the death of a finer, but that he vid turn 


and live, gives us warnings of his diſpleaſure, it is 


Charity to ſuggeſt ſuch ſalutary fears, as may put 
men upon recollection, and upon endeavouring to 
pacify the divine wrath by ſorrow for paſt neglects, 
and a future conſcientious diſcharge of their Duty to 


Gop and their Country. 


The State is compoſed of members who have all 


their reſpective offices. It is the office of the ſpiritual 
Shepherd to. watch over his flock, with a conſciouſ- 


neſs, that he is anſwerable for their Souls, to call 
back ſinners to reflection, and to warn them to fee 


from the wrath to come, by fruits meet for Repentance. 


It is the Magiſtrate's office to lend an aſſiſting hand 


to the maintenance of Religion and Virtue, to put 
the Laws in execution againſt Profaneneſs and Im- 


morality, that thoſe, who are not to be gained by 
perſwaſion, may be reſtrained by force ; and to. re- 
gulate the houſes of correction with care, that offen- 
ders may return, better and not worſe from their con- 
finement. It is the duty of Parents and Maſters to 
make their own habitations the ſchools of Diſcipline 


and Virtue, to train up their children in the fear of 


Gop, and to accuſtom their houſhold to family 
Prayers; to avoid profane jeſting at their tables, and 
the ſetting of bad examples to thoſe about them ; who 
will not be ſo much influenced by being told what 
they * to do, as by what they ſee daily is done, 


It 
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It is the lt lawy enacted by Gop for the ſupport of 
all States, that the Sabbath-day be obſerved 'religi- 
ouſly; and it is incumbent on every one to frequent 

the Houſe of Prayer; and on the Nobility and Gentry 
eſpecially to countenance the publick Worſhip by 
their perſonal attendance, to prevent a total decay of 
Religion. It is the duty of every Man to make Gor 
his firſt concern, and his particular Calling or Pro- 
feſſion his ſecond care; to recover the almoſt loſt at- 
tention to Buſimeſs, which is a ſubſtantial part of Re- 
ligion, and to make Pleaſures and Diverſions his laſt; 


and not his only object: And every one is bound to. 


obey thoſe who . the Rule over him, and to lead 
a quiet and peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty. 

And if all theſe offices were executed faithfully, 

and the Governors and the Governed, Superiors and 
Inferiors, Laity and Clergy, could lay their hands 
upon their breaſts and diſcharge their Conſciences 
from great omiſſions, the State would be ſafe; or if 
in danger, would be ſecure of having the Lonn for 


its ſupport, nor need we then fear p70 the tart be 
moved. 


But this is not our caſe," or the caſe of any other 


People. Foreign Nations inveigh as much as we do 


againſt the Licentiouſneſs of the age. In a Mandate 
publiſhed by the Cardinal Archbiſhop of Paris, in 
the Year 1720, for the obſervance of a Fast, on 
occaſion of the Plague at Marſeilles,. you find among 
others, the following complaints. 


C « Faith, 
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Faith, ſays the Cardinal, grows weaker daily. 
« Libertiniſm and Irreligion make a rapid progreſs: 
« Raſh and audacious Spirits, blaſpheming what 
they are ignorant of, attack openly the founda- 
« tions of Religion. The ſacred rules and maxims 
« of the Goſpel are hardly any longer known 
« Wickedneſs abounds— The Laws are no more re- 
te ſpected The Lord's Day is publickly profaned 
by mercenary labour or criminal pleaſuresFaſts 
e and Abſtinence, obſerved religiouſſy by our fa- 
e thers, are ſcandalouſly neglected Licentiouſneſs 
© and Corruption, the fatal fruits of Irreligion, 
tc reign every Where Luxury, carried to the utmoſt 
« excels, has corrupted the publick Manners, over- 
© turned all Order, confounded all Ranks and Con- 
6e ditions, and ſtifled all notions of Duty and De- 
* cency—Vice emboldened, and ſupported by the 


ce multitude, triumphs openly.- Integrity, Probi 


« ty, Candour, are deemed the qualities of a mean 
te Spirit; and men are aſhamed to; preſerve any lit: 


e tle remains of Virtue, and not to be thought dil 
© ſolute enough.” 


I 


Whether or no this be a juſt * of his 
Nation, is not our Concern ; nor ſhall I draw any 
Parallel between us and them: but certain it ts, that; 
if our morals do in any degree correſpond with this 
deſcription, we cannot be without apprehenſions. 
The overflawings of ungodirmeſs muſt make us afraid 

and 
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and the greater our Sins are, the greater is our dan- 
ger. | | 


The general decay of Religion amongſt us, gives 
painful Reflections to all ſerious good men; and Gop 
grant that there may be found a ſufficient number of 

theſe 4 make up the hedge, and to ſtand in the gap before 
Go: for the land, that the ſhould not deſtroy it. For as to 
the generality of men, they are ſo loſt in faſhionable 
Vices and Follies, that nothing can bring them to 


think but e n alen it may be: too lat to re- 
n | | 


* is but a few Years ſince we were alarmed by 
feeling the earth trembling under us. This indeed 
at firſt rekindled devotion, our. Churches were filled, 
and in a publick Prayer we gave thanks to Almighty 
Gop for remembering Mercy in the midſt of Judg- 
ment; for if he had not had Compaſſion on us, we 
might then have been made as dreadful an example 
of warning to our Neighbours, as they are at this 
time to us. And I doubt not but that Efcape or Re- 
prieve has had a laſting effect upon ſerious minds, 
and increaſed their fears of the fatal conſequences of 
National Impiety. But the multitude, as the dan- 
ger ſoon ſubſided, returned ſoon again to their wont- 
ed [Pleaſures and Diverſions, which wholly engroſs 
their thoughts. But the windows. from on high' are open, 
_ our Prophet, to remind them of the days of 

1 C 2 | Noab; 


Ezek. 
xxii. 30. 
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Luke 
xvii. 27. 
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Noab ; on the whole World, unconcerned at warn- 
ings, heedleſsly purſued their vain Amuſements, i 
the flood came and deſtroyed them all. And though the 
earth ſhall not be overwhelmed again by a Deluge, 
yet we have lately ſeen what Deſtruction may follow 


from the ſhaking of its foundations. 


The melancholy occaſion of this day s Humihia» 
tion calls upon us ſolemnly, to recolle&t our Ways, 
to bewail our Tranſgreſſions, and renew ſimcere 
Vows of Obedience. For the hand of Gon has not 
appeared in our or our Fathers Days ſo viſibly as in 
theſe Earthquakes. The Cauſe muſt have lain deep 
to have ſhaken ſo large a part of the Globe, as to 
reach even to our borders; and dreadful have been 
the Effects, a ſcene of Horror and Confuſion. The 
infinite diſtreſs of the poor Sufferers has moved our 
Compaſſion, and drawn Tears from us; why ſhould 
it not alſo awaken our Conſciences, to revere the di- 
vine Hand lifted up ſo near us; and with a deep 


ſenſe of our own Guilt, to ſmrte 1pon Dur. Free Jay- 


Ing, Gop WOES arr IRA th 2-07 21 
But if men will aud their e let: ihe 
ware of our Prophet's Prediction, for, ſays he, "they 
SHALL ſee, or the fire of thine enemies ſhall devour” them. 
We cannot know that theſe Convulſions of nature are 
yet entirely ceaſed; But ſhould: the. bowels of the 
earth be now at- reſt, * of the ſore Judgments 
men- 


— 
— 
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ee e 1 We. n God, . 
be ſufficient to execute his Vengeance. Should he 
bring, as the Prophet ſays; a Sword upon the land, 
and ſay, Sword, go through: the land ; we could not but 
be ed with terridl N 


| I ao not enter into althies of State, but forgive me 
if I make a. religious Uſe of the bare ſuppoſition of 
War. We ſhould then ſoon ſee its beginnings, but 


not be able to foreſee the iſſue; as that would de- 


pend on the will of the Conqueror, to whom Pro- 
vidence allots ſucceſs. We could not know from 
what different quarters of the Heavens thick clouds 
mi ight gather, or at what time, or in what place, 
or in what ſhape, the ſtorm might diſcharge itſelf 
at laſt. In the mean while, the ſenſe of what we 
have to loſe, or might ſuffer, would: naturally oeca- 
ſion melancholy apprehenſions. For we could not 
ſee with indifference our Properties invaded, and our 
Rights, both civil and religious, infringed; by an ar- 
bitrary Power. We have been too long indulged in li- 
berty and eaſe. toi ſubmit our mecks — to a fo- 
reign yoke; which our Forefathers were not able to 
bear, and from which they purchaſed their freedom 
with ſo much Blood and Treaure: And ſhould our 
manifold provocations draw down upon us from 
Heaven one of thaſe: ſad alternatives, of Famine, f 
Peftilence, or Fleing befare our enemic; WE ſhould be 
in a TR ſtrait, but ſhould chooſe rather. to fall in; 
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to the hand of Gop, whoſe Mercies are grea 


— 


t, than 
into the hands of men, whoſe Principles lead them 
to deprive obſtinate Hereticks of life, and, 11 it were 
in their power, of Salvation. | 


„ 0 +4 
- 
: 


Theſe are en which the Almichty, 1 truſt, J 
will in his infinite Mercies avert : But the moſt diſ- 
tant apprehenſion of them will be of Uſe, to quicken 
in us a ſenſe of our preſent Happineſs, in living un- 
der a mild and gracious Government, in the full 
and quiet poſſeſſion of our Properties, Liberties, and 
Religion. And in proportion to our Senſibility herein, 
will be our Gratitude to Gop for his Goodneſs to- 


wards us, and our Dread of provoking Him by our 
fins, to withdraw free us theſe invaluable Reling | 


What remains then, but thut e we 0 off thoſe | 


fins, which caufe danger and fear, by à ſpeedy Re- 
pentance, imploring Gop's Mercy and Pardon, and 


endeavouring, every one in his own perſon, to exe- 
cute his own office faithfully; to eaſe the National 
Burden of his own Sins, and to influence as many 
others as his advice and example will reach, that the 
Reformation may become more and more general; 
and at laſt, if poſſible, as national as was the Re- 
pentance of the Muaelites in the days of Aſa? They 


had been exceedingly corrupt: F a lang ſeaſon, ſays 


2 Chron, the text, they had been. without . the. rue God, aoithout 


xv. 3. 


4 a teaching Prigf, and without Law; and God is faid 
to 
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to. . wvexed them with all FRY han Azariah 
the Prophet went out to meet the King, and ſaid 
unto him: Hear ye me Aſa, and all Judah and Ben- 
. The LoRD is with you, while ye be with him; 

and if ye ſeek him, he will &c frund of pos: But if ye 
FORSAKE him, he will Fok8aKE you. Upon this ad- 
monition what reſolution did all Judah take ? They 
reſolved wiſely to) renew the Covenant, which their 


Fathers had made with TJoſbua : They called a ge- 


neral Allmbly Y, offered Sacrifices, and with all 5 
with Sees they took every man a ſolemn "Fx to 
ſeek the LoxD Gop of their fathers with all their heart and 
with all their ſaul. And it follows; that they were 
ſincere ; All Judab rejoiced at the oath ; for they had 
worn with all their heart, and ſought him with their 
- whole defire. No wonder then, that the LORD was 
found of thim, and gave them reft round about, PrACE, 


without Duturbance from any of their Neighbours: 
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His ; Lordſhip s Sermon reached CESS Net- 
ing of all the 3 Schoors at Chrift-Church ; Lon- 
don. As alſo before the SocitzTy correſponding with the 
Incorporated Society in Dublin, for erecting CHarTaR- 
ScHooLs in al; 3 St. Mary le Bow. 


